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Poll of No Confidence against the President 

Donovan Lock (Extraordinary Returning Officer, Corpus Christi) 

Michaelmas Term 2025 

 
 



 
REGULATION 1: APPLICATION AND DEFINITIONS  

 

(a) These Regulations apply for the conduct of the Poll of No Confidence in the 

President (Moosa Haaraj, Balliol College) as requisitioned by Will Lawson and 

mandated to be on Thursday 23rd October 2025.  

 

(b) In these Regulations: 

 

‘the Motion’ means the Motion of No Confidence in the President; 

 

‘the ERO’ means the Extraordinary Returning Officer. 

 

(c) The Extraordinary Returning Officer shall be Donovan Lock, Corpus Christi 

College.  

 

REGULATION 2: POLL OFFICIALS 

 

(a) The Poll Officials shall be the Extraordinary Returning Officer, Senior Poll Clerks 

and Junior Poll Clerks.  

 

(b) The ERO shall be empowered to appoint Poll Clerks. Senior Poll Clerks shall be 

those Poll Clerks who are, or have previously been, Deputy Returning Officers. Junior 

Poll Clerks may be any member. No person shall be appointed as a Poll Clerk if they 

have campaigned for or against the Motion. The ERO shall give notice on the 

noticeboard of all Poll Clerk appointments. The ERO may remove a Poll Clerk at any 

time.  

 

(c) Where it is necessary for the Extraordinary Returning Officer to exercise the power 

in Rule 47(g)(iii)(1) to decide questions on procedure of the Poll and Count that is not 

specifically covered by the Rules, Standing Orders or Poll Regulations, they shall 



adopt, where it is fair, just and reasonable to do and with any necessary adaptations, 

the procedure for the Poll and Count for the Election of Junior Officers and Elected 

Members of Standing or Secretary’s Committees. 

 

REGULATION 3: NOTICE OF POLL OF NO CONFIDENCE 

 

(a) The ERO shall, by 5pm Tuesday 21st October, post a ‘Notice of Poll of No 

Confidence’ on the noticeboard, as well as a copy of these Poll Regulations. The 

Notice of Poll shall contain the following: 

 

(i) The time, date, and place of the Poll; 

 

(ii) The Motion of No Confidence, as posted on the Noticeboard.  

 

(b) The ERO shall also post the Notice of Poll of No Confidence in the same locations 

as described in Rule 35(e)(iii), by the same deadline as in (a). 

 

(c) The ERO shall also, by the same deadline as in (a), submit the Notice of Poll of No 

Confidence and a copy of these Poll Regulations to the Staff for immediate 

distribution to the Society’s mailing list. 

 

(d) Notice of the Poll will also be circulated on Instagram and Facebook. 

 

 



REGULATION 4: CONDUCT OF THE POLL 

 

(a) Rule 35(g)-(h) shall be followed save that references to the ‘Returning Officer’ 

and ‘Deputy Returning Officer(s)’ shall be to the ‘Extraordinary Returning Officer’ 

and ‘Senior Poll Clerk(s)’, respectively. 

 

(b) The Poll shall take place in the Goodman Library from 1100hrs to 1900hrs on 

Thursday 23rd October 2025. In the event of emergency or unforeseen circumstances, 

the ERO, with the consent of one Senior Officer, shall designate another room in the 

Society’s buildings as the Poll Room.  

 

(c) The ballot paper shall satisfy the following requirements: 

 

(i) It shall state the following text1: 

 

A Motion of No Confidence has been moved against Moosa Harraj, President. 

Should Moosa Harraj, President, be removed as an Officer of the Society? 

 

Please mark ONE box only, ideally with a cross.  

 

(ii) It shall have one square box with the word ‘Yes’ clearly next to it, and one 

square box with the word ‘No’ clearly next to it.  

 

(iii) It shall have provisions for a stamp and signature or initials from the Poll 

Clerk.  

 

(iv) It shall have a unique serial number.  

 

REGULATION 5: THE COUNT 

 

1 Italics not mandated 



(a) The Extraordinary Returning Officer shall be responsible for the counting of the 

votes, which shall be done as soon as practicable after the close of the Poll. Rule 

35(j)(iv)-(v) applies to the Count save that references to the “Returning Officer” and 

“at least three Deputy Returning Officers” shall be to the “Extraordinary Returning 

Officer” and “at least three Senior Poll Clerks”, respectively. 

 

(b) At the start of the Count, the Extraordinary Returning Officer and Poll Clerks shall 

open the ballot box(es). The Extraordinary Returning Officer shall ascertain the 

number of ballot papers which have been marked “Yes”, the number of ballot papers 

which have been marked “No”, the number of ballot papers that are spoilt, blank or 

void, and the number of signatures of those Members who have voted. 

 

(c) The Extraordinary Returning Officer shall have the power to issue reasonable and 

rational interpretations of a ballot paper. In exercising this power, the overriding 

principle is that a ballot paper shall not be considered spoilt, blank or void if, in the 

reasonable and rational opinion of the Extraordinary Returning Officer, a clear 

indication of preference for “Yes” or “No” can be ascertained. 

 

(d) The Count Representatives have a right to be present throughout the Count. The 

Count Representatives shall be:  

 

(i) Up to three members appointed by the President (Moosa Harraj, Balliol) which 

may include himself;  

 

(ii) Up to three members appointed by Mr Will Lawson, which may include 

himself.  

 

(e) The Senior Officers, Trustees of OLDUT and Directors of OUST shall be 

permitted to observe the Count. The ERO may admit any other person as an Observer 

to the Count.  



(f) The Extraordinary Returning Officer may exclude any person who is disrupting the 

Count, or issue fines of up to £125 to such persons.  

REGULATION 6: INNOCENT INTERFERENCE AND POLL 

MALPRACTICE 

(a) A person shall only have committed a Poll Malpractice as under Rule 

71(a)(i)(2)(G) if they2:  

 

(3) Represent either ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ to be endorsed by, supported by, or opposed by 

any political or national party, group, or faction, any University Society, or any 

press outlet.  

 

(4) Solicit votes for either ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ in the Society’s Buildings, except in the 

Courtyard on the day of the Poll.  

 

(5) Produce for distribution, or distribute, physical campaign materials. This shall 

not apply in cases where this is in the legitimate performance of an obligation 

under these Rules or Standing Orders. 

 

(7) Spend money on advertising or publicising the Poll or drawing attention to 

either ‘Yes’ or ‘No’. This provision shall not apply to day-to-day expenses, such as 

the costs of internet and telephone usage, or to those legitimately performing their 

obligations under these Rules or Standing Orders.  

 

(8) Engage in organised treating so as to draw attention, or attempt to draw 

attention, to either ‘Yes’ or ‘No’.  

 

(9) Use the Society's records of Membership with the intention of influencing the 

result of the Poll.  

 

2 Please note that the lack of continuity of numbering is deliberate so that offences mirror those listed in Rule 33. 



(10) Impersonate another person in order to hinder or promote either ‘Yes’ or ‘No’.  

 

(13) Make any payment or financial inducement either directly or indirectly to any 

person, in order to encourage, discourage, facilitate, or hinder either ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ 

in any way.  

 

(14) Engage in bribery or buying Memberships so as to influence or attempt to 

influence the course of the Poll.  

 

(15) Access another’s computer, mobile phone, personal electronic files, emails, 

social network accounts, or other personal electronic device without permission in 

connection with the Poll.  

 

(17) Misuse or abuse their official position in the Society or elsewhere, or promise 

to misuse or abuse their prospective official position in the Society or elsewhere, 

so as to unfairly promote or hinder either ‘Yes’ or ‘No’.  

 

(18) Procure any vehicle or conveyance for the purpose of systematically 

transporting Members to the Poll, unless authorised to do so by the ERO, where 

the ERO is satisfied that the intention of such transportation is not to unduly 

benefit or hinder either ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ 

 

(19) Loiter in or outside the Poll Room during the Poll so as to influence the 

course of the Poll, or else impersonate any other person when voting.  

 

(20) Maliciously or recklessly cause the ERO to suspend the Count.  

 

(21) Breach the secrecy of the Count by disclosing any result, correct or otherwise, 

either directly or indirectly, before the announcement of the results, whether or not 

the Count has been suspended for any reason, without the sanction of the Rules or 

Standing Orders.  



 

(22) Physically reproduce or materially deface any electronic or physical Poll 

materials produced by the ERO or their agent, if done in bad faith and without the 

prior consent of the ERO.  

 

(23) Deliberately hinder a Poll Official in the discharge of their duties. 

 

(24) Make an Allegation, or persistent Allegations in regards to the Poll that are 

vexatious. It shall be a defence for a person to show that they were acting in good 

faith.  

 

(27) Act violently or in a manner that is liable to distress, grossly offend, or 

intimidate others in connection with the Poll.  

 

(28) Engage in conduct that amounts to harassment, bullying, or victimisation in 

connection with the Poll. Harassment shall be considered to be engaging in 

unwanted and unwarranted conduct which has the purpose or effect of violating 

another person’s dignity, or creating an intimidating, hostile, degrading, 

humiliating, or offensive environment for another person.  

 

(29) Engage in a harmful course of conduct motivated by discrimination in 

connection with the Poll, including, but not limited to, discrimination, harassment, 

bullying, or victimisation, on the basis of race, national origin, sex, gender identity, 

age, sexual orientation, or disability.  

 

(30) Engage in a course of conduct that amounts to extortion or blackmail of 

another person in connection with the Poll.  

 

(32) Attempt to commit, conspire to commit, or conspire to attempt to commit any 

malpractice as set down in Regulation 6. 

 



(34) For a member of Staff, Senior Officer, Director of the Trustee, Trustee of the 

Oxford Literary and Debating Union Trust, or Poll Official to solicit votes for or 

against the Motion.  

 

(b) A person shall be deemed to have breached the Poll Regulations via Innocent 

Interference as under Rule 71(a)(i)(2)(G) if they do any of the following. If upheld by 

a Disciplinary Body, Allegations of Innocent Interference in the Poll shall carry no 

penalty: 

 

(1) Pervert the outcome of the Poll by the dissemination of any untrue or 

misleading statement or unscrutinised factual claim so as to influence the course of 

the Poll, although that dissemination was accompanied by a reasonable belief that 

it was truthful, non-misleading, or scrutinised, as appropriate.  

 

(2) As a Poll Official, in good faith, through negligence or otherwise, misinterpret 

or misapply the Rules, Standing Orders or Poll Regulations concerning the conduct 

of the Poll so as to affect its outcome, or otherwise affect it through negligence. 

 

REGULATION 7: EQUALITY CONSIDERATIONS  

 

(a) The ERO shall be empowered to make reasonable adjustments as under the 

Equality Act 2010.  

 

(b) Any member may be granted a proxy vote so long as the following conditions are 

met: 

 

(i) They send an email to the ERO at any point from 12pm on Tuesday 21st 

October to the Opening of the Poll. The ERO may designate a separate email 

address to the usual Returning Officer’s email, for this purpose. 

 



(ii) They include their full name, as well as any name they had when they joined 

the Society. 

 

(iii) They also send a photo or scan of either their membership card or another 

form of government or educational institution photo ID.  

 

(iv) Members are encouraged to name their own proxy, or may request a Poll 

Official to serve as their proxy, chosen by the ERO as per Rule 47(g)(iii)(1). In the 

latter case, they must specify whether their vote is ‘Yes’ or ‘No’, and the vote will 

be observed by an appointed representative or two poll officials, at the ERO’s 

discretion. 

 

(v) If a member previously requested a proxy vote for the Poll on Saturday 18th 

October, then they must use the same email address to send any such request for 

the purposes of the Poll on Thursday 23 October. 

 

(vi) Proxy votes shall only be granted if membership can be ascertained beyond 

reasonable doubt. 

 

(c) Any member who has applied for a proxy vote will not be able to vote in person, 

unless they have retracted their application via an email to the ERO 24 hours before 

the Opening of Poll. 

 

 



Appendices shall be non-binding, and may be amended by the ERO as necessary.  

APPENDIX 1: SUGGESTED PROXY EMAIL 

 

(a) A person naming their own proxy 

 

To: donovan.lock@oxford-union.org 

Dear Extraordinary Returning Officer,  

 

My name is [INSERT NAME], membership number [INSERT NUMBER]. My name 

at the time of joining the Society was [INSERT NAME]. I would like to request a 

proxy vote for the upcoming Motion of No Confidence this Thursday. Please find 

attached a photo of my Union membership card. I name [INSERT NAME] as my 

proxy.  

 

Yours Sincerely,  

[INSERT NAME].  

 

(b) A person requesting a Poll Official to vote for them  

 

To: donovan.lock@oxford-union.org  

Dear Extraordinary Returning Officer,  

 

My name is [INSERT NAME], membership number [INSERT NUMBER].  My name 

at the time of joining the Society was [INSERT NAME]. I would like to request a 

proxy vote for the upcoming Motion of No Confidence this Thursday. Please find 

attached a photo of my Union membership card. Please may you arrange for a Poll 

Official to cast my vote on my behalf – I would like to vote YES/NO (delete as 

appropriate).  

 

Yours Sincerely,  

[INSERT NAME].  

mailto:donovan.lock@oxford-union.org
mailto:donovan.lock@oxford-union.org
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